
FREE

Tech Night with 
Everyone Can and 

Omnimusic

Conference: 
Reimagining Social Care
Welcome by Disability Champion and 
Mayor Cllr Laura Booth
Hosted by BBC Broadcaster
Mike Sweeney

Celebrity Guests: 
Actress and Campaigner 
Samantha Renke
Rio Paralympian Carly Tait
Both will be joining the 
Anniversary events

Movies

Blue Butterfly 
Afternoon Tea

Stockport Summer of Music Concert

Miss Diagnosis
Women’s Evening

One Venue, Six Days, Ten Events 
Festival Week 15 – 20 July 2019  



Congratulations to 

Disability Stockport 
on their 

40th Anniversary 
from the team at the 

Holiday Inn Express Stockport

Tel: 0371 423 4876

Disability Stockport – People 
Powered since 1979 

2



A message from Kieran McMahon, 
CEO, Disability Stockport 

A really big Stockport welcome to everyone. It’s great to be able to 
celebrate 40 years of making life better, not just for disabled people, but 
for everyone who visits, lives or works in Stockport.

And this is our theme for the week: everyone coming together to 
celebrate difference, recognising and respecting all and enjoying 
ourselves as a community.

10 years ago, we held a week of themed events in Merseyway. This time 
we are taking no chances with the weather and have hired the wonderful 
jewel in Stockport; The Plaza. Built in the 30’s, it is not fully accessible 
despite all the work that has gone into its restoration. However, we 
intend to overcome any obstacles and enjoy a week of entertainment, 
some serious discussion and fun.

If you look through this issue, you will find something to suit everyone 
and most events are free. I hope you can attend at least one of these and 
hopefully, more than one. The week closes on Saturday with a concert of 
music and dance. 

I particularly wanted to feature local performers as this is where our 
roots are, so I hope you enjoy the mix of Stockport artists and our special 
guest Marc O’Reilly, who will be travelling over from Ireland with his 
band. If you have not heard him yet, you are in for a real treat.

That’s all from me for now and look forward to a great week and seeing 
everyone.

Kieran.
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The core aims of the Stockport Centre for Independent Living Scheme 
(SCIL) is to enable disabled people to maintain their independence, 
have improved life chances and be less socially isolated. Since its 
launch in 2015 the SCIL team continue to support over 500 people 
each month via a range of services and the numbers continue to rise 
as we respond to local need.  Our fourth full year of service has 
involved a further consolidation of our position as a key part of the 
preventative service landscape within the borough.  We have been 
successful in delivering coordinated, holistic responses in crisis 
situations and worked with people to achieve positive outcomes, 
providing innovative solutions with community members that enable 
people to come together in meaningful ways, breaking down barriers, 
creating numerous new volunteering opportunities, establishing the 
Equality Hub which has played a crucial part in developing an 
integrated agenda and extending our services to increase our 
sustainability.

Snapshot of SCIL the Stockport 
Centre for Independent Living 

Scheme, the team and feedback 
from the people who use the 

service

Source: Sara Crookdake
Stockport Centre for Independent 
Living Manager

Listening and responding to the needs of disabled people.
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Disability Stockport and the range of services we offer are 
supported by numerous volunteers.  Their support is 

instrumental in enabling us to reach our mission and objectives.

Thanks to ……..

Andy Phil     Brian     Ben     Tara     Danny     Jane     Sue

Anne     Ken G     Graham     Janet H    Adam     Rose      Cameron

Ken H      Janice     Farrah
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Feedback from people who have 
used Stockport Centre for 

Independent Living
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Karen Lavelle
(Life Coach)

Jo Kirrane
(Peer Support Worker) 

John Kenny 
(Peer Support Worker) 

Jane Bartlett
(Outreach Manager)

Angela McCumisky
(Inclusion and Engagement Worker)  

Yan Silins
(Community Worker)

Adele Moore 
(Money 

Management Officer)

The SCIL Team
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Sara Crookdake
(SCIL Manager)



Aba Graham 
(Wellbeing Centre Co-ordinator)

Disability Stockport hosts Stockport’s Wellbeing Centre which 
provides support to a range of people with mental health and 
emotional issues. It is a warm and welcoming place where 
vulnerable people can develop self-esteem and confidence and 
help make the transition towards becoming independent. There 
are many activities to choose from that enable people to build 
strategies to manage their own lives. Support is provided via 27 
different groups and all members of SCIL team assist in its 
coordination and functioning. Support is also provided on a 1:1 
basis, as required.

Disability Stockport is also a 
reporting centre for hate crime. 

Kieran McMahon (Chief Executive) 
and Aba Graham both sit on the 

IAG Board whose members 
include the police and 

marginalised communities.  8

Lisa Bracewell
(Shine Your Light Project)



lll

Your Anniversary Guide 



lll

Your Anniversary Venue 
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Congratulations to Disability Stockport on their 40th

Anniversary and a very warm welcome to The Plaza Super 
Cinema and Variety Theatre from General Manager, Ted 
Doan and the team.
Events will take place in the main auditorium and the 
Green Room upstairs across the six days.

We’re proud to kick start the anniversary on Monday 15th

July we’ll be hosting a bespoke ‘Tour for All’.- a sneaky 
behind the scenes look at theatre land a bespoke tour 
aimed at individuals with a disability the team at the Plaza 
bring the costumes to you, show backstage footage on 
screen and let you in on some showbiz secrets!!
Free to attend. Book via Eventbrite search ‘Disability 
Stockport 40th Anniversary Festival’



Tech Night, Tuesday 16th July 2019 6pm – 8:30pm is FREE
Hosted by Everyone Can, Julian and the team will be on hand to ensure 
you have a great time. 
Omnimusic will also be there, the team specialises in using assistive 
music technology to make music production and performance as 
accessible as possible.

Capacity is limited so please book via Eventbrite, search Disability 
Stockport 40th Anniversary Festival and choose the Tech Night ticket.

All are welcome

lll

Your Anniversary Tech Night 

‘What we do 
Through training and 

assistive technology we 
help disabled people 

speak, live 
independently, control 
their environment and 

have fun!’

‘Meet the Author’
Graphic Novel Writer and veteran games 

reviewer Dan Whitehead will be popping in



FILM: X-MEN (CERT 12A) - Monday 15th July at 7.00pm

lll

Your Anniversary Movies 

FILM: THE IMITATION GAME (CERT 12) 
Tuesday 16th July at 11.00am

All films are only £5 and can be booked at the Plaza 
Theatre box office or in advance
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lll

Your Anniversary Movies 

FILM: THE SHAPE OF WATER (CERT 15)
Thursday 18th July at 11.00am

FILM: BEING THERE (CERT 12)
Friday 19th July at 11.00am

All films are only £5 and can be booked at the Plaza 
Theatre box office or in advance
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The Care Act 2014 introduced a range of new responsibilities to local 
government; this re-casts the social care responsibility of councils as a 
duty, not simply to meet the needs of eligible residents, but to promote 
the well-being of the population of their administrative area. Councils are 
trying to implement this vision in a time of radically reduced resources. 

Some councils are attempting to reimagine social care by working closely 
with innovative providers and shifting their own approach to 
commissioning and social work to make the Care Act’s aspirations a 
reality. These approaches are based on the principles of building and 
maintaining family and community connections and relationships, as well 
as fostering individual confidence, knowledge and resilience. 

Our three sites are very different. What unites them is a positive 
approach from their leaders in responding to the challenges of the post-
Care Act world. In all three places, their approaches focus on changing 
the relationship between the council and the communities they serve. 
This means turning outwards: focusing on, and building on, the strengths 
of the neighbourhoods and villages where people live and sharing power 
with them. 

Key messages that emerge from this study are:

the value and necessity of senior managers creating a permissive 
framework that creates the expectation and provides support for  
practitioners to work in imaginative person and community-centred ways 
and to extend this approach to all providers insofar  as possible  a clear 
sighted commitment to foster development of services and support, 
often small-scale, which is anchored in the community.  The importance 
of re-defining the relationship between local councils and their residents 
in terms of how care and support can best be provided.

Presentation from Tim Baverstock, Strategic Manager for Commissioning 
at Somerset Council. ‘Doing What Comes Naturally’.

lll

Your Anniversary Conference 



Stockport Plaza. Wednesday July 17th

12.00-1.00 & 2.00-4.00pm.
Afternoon mini conference Programme.

12.00-1.00. Main Theatre: Presentation by Stockport Centre for 
Independent Living (SCIL). Introduction by Kieran McMahon and ‘vox-

pop’ presentations by team members. Q&A to follow.
Break for lunch in the café upstairs.

1.30: Arrival of Stockport mayor Cllr. Laura Booth. Council Champion 
for Disabilities.

Main Theatre.
2.00-4.00: Reimagining social care; hosted by Mike Sweeney BBC 

broadcaster.
Opening welcome by the Mayor

2.10-2.40: 2 presentations from Actress and campaigner Sam Renke; 
and Helen Dolphin, member of Equality & Diversity Advisory Group at 

British Science Association.
2.40-3.25: Reimagining Social Care in Somerset. Tim Baverstock -

Strategic Manager for Commissioning.
3.25-4.10: Q&A time with panel. 

Green room café upstairs.
4.30-6.00. Informal session. Drinks and refreshments in the café. 

Music from Taylor Giacoma.

The event is free, but all places must be ticketed. 
Search Disability Stockport Anniversary on Eventbrite

lll

Your Anniversary Conference 
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lll

Your Anniversary Conference 

Samantha Renke – Actress and Disability Rights Campaigner
Born in Germany and raised in Lancashire Samantha Renke is 
an actress / presenter and Disability Activist. She is a linguist 
and former teacher now based in London. Ambassador for 
Parallel London, ADD International, Ability bow and patron of 
Head2Head Theatre company. Renke writes a regular lifestyle 
column for leading disability magazine Pos'Ability as well as 
having regular blogs for the HuffPost. Her work ranges from 
radio, commercials to film. Samantha is Non-Executive Director 
of ‘Born This Way’ Her warmth, humour and intelligence 
radiates throughout her work and is not defined by her 
disability.
Awards -The Susan Mullen Award for Best Actress at the LOS 
ANGELES DIVERSITY FILM FESTIVAL 2014
She is a supporter of the disability charity Scope and patron of 
Head2Head Theatre Company 
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An evening of discussion with the panel about 
incorrect diagnosis of women and the journey to 
receive the correct treatment. Connect with other 

women and share your stories.
Music by Taylor Gaicoma*, a cash bar, great 

company.
FREE EVENT ENTRY

Thursday 18th July 2019 6pm to 8:30pm 

*Taylor Giacoma, an American who now lives in Marple is a singer, pianist, 
composer, conductor, arranger, tutor and founder of Semitone 

Studios.The music she writes and performs is often mistaken for 
something from a musical or Disney film, and though it doesn't fall neatly 
into any one genre it is often described as musical-theatre-y piano pop. 
Even her covers, which range from early 20th century musical theatre to 

Linkin Park, are highly unique.
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lll

Your ‘Miss Diagnosis’ discussion evening 

Jacqueline Winstanley Bsc Hons – Panel Host
Jacqueline is best described as a global disruptor & innovator, with a 
deeply held and proven conviction to increasing equality of access to 
life’s opportunities through the creation of inclusive environments. She 
is a recognised international expert and consultant on inclusion and 
accessibility challenges.

A thought leader in the reduction of global inequalities, Jacqueline’s 
work is recognised as good practice in the UK and internationally. Over 
the years, she has built an audit trail in proof of concept and outcomes, 
most notably in Inclusive Economic Growth, Workforce Retention, 
Inclusive Entrepreneurship, Inclusive Play, Childcare, Parks and Open 
Spaces. She has also influenced significant changes in government policy 
in the UK as a direct result of her clarity of vision in this area.  She 
continues to develop and implement frameworks and solutions for 
global cities and communities, especially within the workplace and 
access to services. 

Jacqueline regularly presents at high level gatherings at the UN, in 
Windsor and Westminster.  She is also an author and regular contributor 
to national & international Advisory Boards, Good Practice Guidelines, 
White Papers & Select Committee evidence sessions. There is no doubt, 
her work has and continues to enrich lives and reduce inequalities. 

Directorships: Founder, Universal Inclusion & The Inclusive 
Entrepreneur; Chair, FLUIDITY, UK Forum for Hidden & Fluctuating 
Conditions; Trustee, DRUK Disability Rights UK, FILT (Foundation for 
Independent Living Trust): Co Chair, International Council of Caring 
Communities; Pink Shoe Club Ambassador & Diversity lead Team UK EB; 
Virgin Start Up Mentor. 



Aba Graham – Director, Aspiring Boldly CIC
Finalist at the 2018 National Diversity Awards. My experience of equality and 
justice, creates a platform to encourage change through Public speaking 
Facilitating, and Research. Founder of Ebony and Ivory Community 
Organisation which is an African, and Caribbean Young people and Family 
Organisation developing cultural perspectives, and aspirations. Work with 
Disability Stockport developing Well-being pathways.
Founder of the ABA group, (Aspiring Boldly Associates). Collectively working to 
develop training and awareness raising events. I was also one of the 
Researchers for the 'Jam and Justice' project hosted by Sheffield University.

Credibly noted as a keynote guest speaker collectiveness and productivity at 
various junctures. Also available to deliver workshops, and consultations. I can 
bring diverse people to the table, and I deliver projects on various equality and 
cultural models for example conscious and unconscious bias... Now that you 
have a synopsis about my work, lets connect, there's lots of work to be done.

Sara McKee FRSA FCIM – Founder, Evermore
From launching airlines to turning a computer brand into a European 
phenomenon, Sara McKee has demonstrated exceptional strategic nous and 
unbeatable commercial insight developing start-ups and major organisations 
for the last 25 years.
She’s now set her sights on transforming the health and lifestyle choices for 
older people globally through Evermore. Sara brings new ideas and 
collaborates with innovators from across the world to bring solutions to the 
UK that will help older people to live with companionship, meaning, and 
freedom.
Sara is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (FRSA), Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Marketing (FCIM), Fellow of the Centre for Social Justice.

Steph Sherratt – Co-founder, Breaking Barriers, NW
Mum of two adult children, the eldest of which has Autism and complex 
learning difficulties.
Breaking Barriers NW which offers support to Disabled children, young people 
and their families across the North West region with a working database of 
1,040, 22 adult and 16 young volunteers and excellent working relationships 
with other services in Bolton.
An advocate for change, inclusion, understanding and celebration of the 
unique talents and abilities everyone possesses I actively challenge negative 
perceptions and myths about Disabled people. A lover of messy play, building 
dens, laughter and turning up and seeing how it goes and eternally optimistic 
that as a society we are heading in the right direction towards equality of 
opportunity for all and the permanent return of the grab bag crisp packet.

lll

Your ‘Miss Diagnosis’ panel 
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Speakers
Carly Tait –Rio Paralympian

Rio Paralympian Carly Tait is a Digital Marketing Manager from Manchester 
and more recently a first-time mum. After watching the London 2012 
Paralympics she became inspired to take up wheelchair racing. During her 
journey into athletics she worked full time, whilst training and competing 6 
days a week. Once making her mark on the World rankings she went on to 
secure a 2 year paid career break in order to become a full-time athlete, 
securing her position on the start line at Rio 2016.

Laura and Rachel Beattie – Careaux
You wouldn’t normally associate blockchain technology, mobile body 
scanning and artificial intelligence with the world of fashion but siblings Laura 
and Rachel Beattie are used to rewriting the rule book.
The fashion tech entrepreneurs are behind the Careaux dress, which comes 
in a top and bottom half, connected by a concealed zip. It’s completely unlike 
conventional dresses which are limited to certain body types.
Described as ethical womenswear the sisters intend to use blockchain to 
introduce complete transparency in the supply chain and create ‘virtual 
fitting rooms’ so customers can use VR headsets to see what the different 
dress combinations look like before they order.
Their achievements are all the remarkable as Laura has Cystic Fibrosis and is 
awaiting a lung transplant.

Come and hear their story

lll

Your Blue Butterfly Afternoon Tea



lll

Your Stockport Summer of Music Concert 

Marc O’Reilly – Headline Act
Marc O’Reilly’s roots may lie in Waterford and France, but his sound rests 
somewhere between the American-influenced folk blues of Peter Green and 
contemporaries such as Ray LaMontagne and Gomez.

Following stints in different alt/rock bands, Marc began to make his mark in 
2010 as a solo performer, playing at last summer’s Electric Picnic festival and 
supporting fellow Irish songwriters including David Kitt.

Musically, Marc reveals himself as an excellent guitarist with fantastic 
fretwork peppered throughout the album. The songs vary from gentle and 
touching odes to more orchestral affairs, unafraid to push the boundaries of 
the genre where necessary without losing the essence of a songwriter with 
his feet firmly in the roots of classic folk blues.



lll

Your Stockport Summer of Music Concert

Stuart Thornley - Stuey and 
The Blues Machine
Born and raised in Stockport from 1974 
and resided in Brinnington for over 30 
years. Stuey first developed a profound 
interest in music and playing the guitar 
from the age of 11 as a result of 
listening to his uncle playing Apache on 
his Fender Stratocaster. His 
grandparents were invaluable in 
supporting me and my desire to learn 
the guitar both from a financial 
perspective and speaking words of 
encouragement. Of course, this was not 
a straight forward journey given the 
fact that Stuey has a hearing 
impairment in both ears and have had 
this since birth.
His greatest musical inspiration and 
teacher has to be credited to Mike 
Walker who is an incredible Jazz 
Guitarist who’s name is highly 
respected amongst musicians 
throughout the country. He took Stuey 
from a place of being a complete 
beginner to being able to secure places 
to study music at both Leeds College of 
Music and the University of Salford.
As a musician who is deaf, Stuey has  
been met with doubt throughout his 
life, however he have never been put 
off by others negative opinions and 
instead he has been inspired to prove 
the doubters wrong. It with great 
honour that Stuey introduces his band 
‘The Blues Machine’ at the 40th

Anniversary of Disability Stockport.

Bhangracise Team –
Rajeev Gupta
Opening the concert with a pop 
of colour will be the Bhangracise 
Performers.
Originating from the Punjab 
regions of India and Pakistan 
from the 14th Century, bhangra 
began as a folk dance performed 
by farmers to celebrate the 
beginning of spring and the birth 
of the new harvest.Over the 
years, the traditional music has 
fused with contemporary styles 
such as hip hop, house and 
reggae to form an integral part 
of Asian pop culture today.
Bhangracise instructor and 
performer Rajeev Gupta 
performed in the London 
Olympics 2012 Opening 
ceremony and taught Nick Jones 
Bhangra dancing alongside 
Bhangracise students and 
performers for 2017 Strictly 
Come Dancing series.



lll

Your Stockport Summer of Music Concert

Hiding Magpies
The Hiding Magpies are an 
Americana, blues, rock ‘n’ roll, 
country band, based in the 
Northwest. Their debut album 
‘The Hiding Magpies’ covers all 
aspects of love, loss and 
heartache, with a slight nod to 
songwriters such as Tom Petty, 
Ryan Adams and The Byrds.

‘A local, Lancashire band – well 
worth checking out…’

Liv May
Liv May is a 17-year-old singer-
songwriter from Stockport who grew 
up listening to an eclectic mix of 
musical influences, from jazz icons Ella 
Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday to the 
more modern low-fi jazz sounds of Rex 
Orange County and Mac DeMarco. 
Combining melancholic lyrical 
influences with effortless vocals, Liv 
May creates a timeless sound that is 
reminiscent of the classical blues 
tradition of the 1920s and the folk-pop 
movement of the 1960s. 
Having started writing songs during her 
school days, her talent became clear to 
see after an acoustic performance of 
‘Jar Of Hearts’ won her first prize at a 
local talent competition. Since then, Liv 
May hasn’t stopped writing her own 
material, which has featured on BBC 
Radio Manchester, and has already 
supported Tony Hadley at The Lowry, 
Salford.
Liv May is currently working with 
producer and pianist Andrew Jones 
who, as an arranger at the Royal 
Northern College of Music, has helped 
develop her sound and musical style. 
Having already released the bright folk-
pop song ‘On the Coast’ on Blossom’s 
‘Very Clever Records’, Liv May is now 
looking forward to releasing more new 
music throughout 2019 on Seven Miles 
Out Records. 

Pixel Art  
#DisabilitySK40 image 

by
Dillon  Whitehead



Twitter comments about 
Disability Stockports 40th Anniversary

Horizon Health Network
www.horizonhealthnetwork.co.uk

The Goodness Collective
A community interest company helping to 

connect businesses to their local community 
thegoodnesscollective@outlook.com
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https://mailbusiness.ionos.co.uk/appsuite/?tl=y


Disability Stockport have been 
nominated again  for 2019

Wellbeing Centre Co-Ordinator, Aba Graham 
is honoured to be in the final six in the new 

SHEero category 25
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Hope you’ve enjoyed this 
40th Anniversary Special of Viewpoint.

A small group of people who probably found it extremely 
frustrating because they were not able to access facilities, 
services and enjoy leisure activities like non-disabled people, 
decided that they would do something about it.

They worked and campaigned in support of Bills before the 
Houses of Parliament which eventually saw the passing of the 
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) and slowly change started 
for disabled people in Stockport.  Although full integration with 
non-disabled society has not yet been accomplished some of 
those early pioneers (who are sadly no longer with us) would 
be very pleased to see how far the organisation has progressed.

During the past 40 years, a large number of people have been 
involved from the early volunteers to the current staff, trustees 
and numerous volunteers who have all played a part in the 
survival of Disability Stockport particularly through trying 
financial times.

I hope you enjoy this special issue and join us at the Plaza 
during the week of celebrations starting Monday 15 July –
Saturday 20 July.  There’s a mixture of paid and free events, but 
you will need to book for ALL events.  Details of events and how 
to book are set out within these pages and please do call us on 
0161 480 7248 or email us on: email@disabilitystockport.org.uk

We look forward to seeing you there!

Barbara Bowden
(Executive Officer and PA)



Congratulations to Disability Stockport
People Powered since 1979

The Zebra Partnership is a boutique agency that brings together talented 
individuals in the fields of business development, communications, event 

planning, publishing, campaign management across all sectors on a project by 
project basis.A flexible team that can white label (merging with your company), 

co-produce or work under their own brand.
Email: info@thezebrapartnership.co.uk

Anniversary Event Managed by 
Carol Ann Whitehead FRSA

Viewpoint Magazine Special:
Written, Designed and Published by

The Zebra Partnership
Contributors: 

Kieran McMahon and Sara Crookdake



I've learned that 

people will forget 

what you said, 

people will forget 

what you did, 

but people will 

never forget how 

you made them 

feel.

Maya Angelou
1928 -2014

Author, Poet, Memorist 

Information about our services and what we do can be 

found on our website www.disabilitystockport.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

http://www.disabilitystockport.co.uk/

